DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

and all of them were allowed to seek audience with
the parents and lay before them any small problem
that might arise about their charges. The Queen
was delighted with the domestic freedom of these
arrangements, and wrote to Uncle Leopold : " Indeed,
dearest Uncle, I will venture to say that not only no
Royal Menage is to be found equal to ours, but no
other manage is to be compared to ours, nor is anyone
to be compared, take him altogether, to my dearest
Angel." What gave her peculiar pleasure was that
everybody was struck with " Albert junior's " likeness
to his dearest papa. But again these were early days
yet.1

In such happy domestic circumstances the Queen
became increasingly fond of a quiet life in the country.
Before her marriage she adored London with its
gaieties and entertainments : she could dance all night
and be fresh and brisk for her early appointments
with her Ministers next morning. But Prince Albert
hated to sit up late, and though devoted to music
would fall asleep in the middle of an evening concert.,
and the heavy atmosphere of London oppressed and
fatigued him. At once the Queen was aware of
similar symptoms of her own, and instead of longing
to get back to town from Windsor, she vowed that
she would be happy and content never to sec her
metropolis again. She would even, she thought, be
glad to resign the estate and splendours of sovereignty
altogether for this perfect family felicity, and after
a quiet week at Claremont which Uncle Leopold
had lent her she wrote to him : " God knows how

1 Ibid., p. 594.
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